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A year like no other 
It was a school year many of us will 
never forget. Classes came to an 
abrupt close beginning March 
16, when online, remote learning 
ensued and the U-E school 
community made the best of a 
situation unlike any other.

June fi nally arrived and with it came 
the long-established traditions of 
moving-up, awards ceremonies 
and the ever-important UEHS 
graduation, all of which looked 
quite different. Yet, despite the 
challenges and obstacles the 
pandemic brought us, our students 
and staff prevailed and celebrated 
the end of the 2019-20 school year 

like no other before it. While the 
manner in which these ceremonies 
were conducted was different, the 
feelings of accomplishment, the joy 
and emotion of seeing each other, 
albeit six feet apart, and the ability 
to celebrate remained the same. 

With community, collaboration and 
communication at the core of the 
fi nal months of an unbelievable 
year, our U-E Tigers met the 
challenges and fi nished ready for 
the next step, be it school, college, 
military or the workforce. 

We are #TigerStrong with 
#TigerPride!
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Congratulations to the 
Class of 2020! Our stu-
dents’ graduation jour-
ney was made possible 
through the support of 
many people. I would 
like to thank our board 
of education, community 
residents, parents and 
staff for everything they 
have done to help our 
students be successful. 

It has been a team effort since kindergarten, and 
we say goodbye to our graduates knowing they 
will make a difference in their own unique way. 
As I noted in this year’s graduation speech, this 
special group of students will always be known 
for their resiliency: 
“Today, we celebrate the class of 2020 - a very 
distinct group of students who will be remembered 
for their resiliency. Graduates, you have learned 
to stay positive and move forward when events 
were out of your control; events such as a 
pandemic that completely disrupted the ending 
of your senior year in high school, and even the 
delayed graduation ceremony, to name a few. 
This resiliency has helped you to become more 
fl exible, independent and confi dent, all skills that 
will enable you to make your dreams become a 
reality. I have spoken with many of you during the 
school year, and you are not afraid to use your 
voice to argue for equity and justice for yourself 
and for your peers. Indeed, you are the class who 
will make this world a better place for all humanity. 
Graduates, we are proud of you and we will miss 
you as you move on from Union-Endicott. We 
wish you the greatest success in life. You are the 
very special, resilient Class of 2020.”
We hope you have a safe, enjoyable summer. We 
will keep you informed as we learn more 
information about coming back to school in 
September. UE

Tiger Pride-Rich Traditions & Boundless Opportunities



Elementary schools find ways to 
recognize fifth-graders
Staff at our four elementary schools didn’t let a pandemic stop 
them from continuing their traditional moving-up ceremonies.

Fifth-grade students from AGM, CFJ, GFJ and TJW traveled to 
their buildings for the first time since March 11 to receive their 
certificates and other awards. The ceremonies were conducted 
at each building based on the number of students, building-level 

traditions and how students could celebrate, while still following 
safety protocols.

Families drove to the front entrances of their school where fifth-
graders were either handed their certificate or could get out of 
the car and receive their certificates and have photos taken. 
Cars were decorated, music was played and staff lined the 
sidewalks with signs, cheering and greeting students they 
haven’t seen since March. Nearly 290 fifth-graders moved-up, 
ready to be “Tigers in the Middle” this fall. UE

Tigers in the Middle 
complete eighth grade
Over the course of three hours, JFS 
building leaders, staff, family and friends 
greeted 247 eighth-grade students with 
signs, music, certificates and a photo 

station to celebrate their completion of 
middle school.

The weather couldn’t have been better, as 
students and their families drove up 
the bus loop and were greeted by staff, 
received their completion certificate and 
then proceeded beneath two fire truck 

ladders supporting a congratulations 
banner. Students and families could then 
get out of their car and take photos at the 
U-E Tiger backdrop. And while it may have 
taken longer to complete than planned, 
and was not the moving-up ceremony of 
old, it was a wonderful way to culminate a 
year that was like no other. UE



The Class of 2020 celebrates
As the saying goes, “it takes a village.”

This year’s UEHS graduation ceremony took 
community, collaboration and communication, 
basically the entire “village,” to pull off seven 
consecutive, in-person ceremonies for a total of 
330 seniors.

After postponing the ceremony a day due to 
weather, the fi rst ceremony began at 9 a.m., June 
28, with the fi nal session at 2 p.m. (a half hour late 
due to a rain delay). Each ceremony recognized 
a portion of the class. As each students’ name 
was read, they walked up to receive their diploma 

and then had their photo taken. 
After each ceremony, students 
were able to travel to more than 
a dozen locations around the 
community to take more photos. 

A special thank you to the 
facilities/maintenance team, the 
UEHS graduation team, the board 
of education and district leaders 
for making this day one our 
students will always remember. 
Congratulations to the Class of 
2020! UE



In 2015, a group of dedicated educators decided to embark 
on a journey that would be known as Tiger Ventures.

With the help of a substantial grant from XQ, Tiger Ventures 
was born and the fi rst cohort of eighth- and ninth-grade 
students entered the halls to learn in a manner that best 
suited their skills, their dreams and their talents.

The program has grown over the years, both in enrollment 
and the number of business incubators that work with 
students on various career paths. Adjustments were made, 

education was redesigned, recrafted, and rethought to meet 
individual needs while still meeting New York state graduation 
requirements. 

And this year, a year unlike any other, Tiger Ventures 
celebrated its fi rst graduating class with a brief ceremony in 
front of a limited number of family, friends and U-E staff.

Congratulations to Ryu Luongo, Cassidy Richards, Brittany 
Kaczynski and Allister Garner for being members of the Class 
of 2020 and the very fi rst Tiger Ventures graduates. UE
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Now retired Superintendent Dr. Suzanne McLeod presented 
Victoria Long with her attendance award. 

First Tiger Ventures graduating class


